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What?

JOINT

EUROPEAN

DEGREE

A quality label granted to joint programmes delivered
through transnational cooperation between higher
education institutions from different countries, including
at least two EU Member States, to act as a branding tool,
promoting compliance with European standards and
providing visibility and prestige to the labelled joint

programmes.

The Scope The Scale The Ambition
Joint Bachelor's (EQF Joint programme offer Represents the first
6), joint Master's by at least 2 higher phase towards a

(EQF 7) and Doctoral education institutions possible real
(EQF 8) degrees. from 2 different EU European Degree in
countries (+Iceland, the future

Liechtenstein and
Norway)




Why?

JOINT
EUROPEAN
DEGREE

The challenges Europe faces require diverse forms of education, talent and innovation.
Joint programmes are part of the answer.

| |
Skills Competitiveness European

Equipping talent to work
seamlessly across borders
and disciplines.

Driving innovation in
the European market.

cooperation
Strengthening deep,

cross-border institutional ties.

Slide 3




JOINT
EUROPEAN
DEGREE

What to expect from it?

Direct benefits Indirect benefits

{3} Alignment with Bologna tools

Students

Greater
visibility

Universities

European
recognition

JOINT
~ EUROPEAN
. DEGREE

“%" Simplifications for joint programmes

4 Increase number of joint programmes

-

#, Economies of scale

Employers
Better understanding of
programme quality and
international dimension



o JoINT
X *
| EUROPEAN |

. DEGREE

; The Horizon
N Seamless joint

; programmes and
' a possible real
European degree
2026-2028

Progressive
Implementation.
active monitoring,

Mid-2026 dissemination

the first labels and evaluation of
4 are awarded. the label.
7/ May 2025 Erasmus+ funding
mobilized for
Clear Mandate support.

Adopted. Slide 5



Work carried out in the Policy Lab

o MRN >~ Experts \.l~ /\\.; :; Countries
B g j L}A'\ (Nominated by w ,.;% (Ensuring diverse
L &2 &) Member States \- '\QV_', {__ national system
i and representatlve o ‘ representation)
organizations)
0. - Representative o o~ Consultation Cycles
W [ AR Organisations e . (3 online information sessions
) x_J ¥ +3in- kshops + 3
S v person workshops
e rounds of written
consultations on full drafts)

The process was supported by PPMI/ICF and a team of 7 practitioners with recognized
expertise in joint programmes.

Full transparency: All participants had access to all contributions, all meetings were

prepared with information sessions and followed by detailed summary notes sent to all
participants.



Who awards the label?

Quality assurance agency that
IS:

* Registered in EQAR

« Based in EU or EEA EFTA
country

When:

« Degree-awarding higher
education institutions are
subject to external programme-
level accreditation

e Consortium is mixed

« Consortium consists of self-
accrediting higher education
institutions (optional)

OR

Self-accrediting higher
education institution
that is:

- Ex-ante validated by an
eligible quality assurance
agency

- Based in EU or EEA EFTA
country
When:

« Consortium exclusively
consists of self-accrediting
higher education institutions

JOINT
EUROPEAN
DEGREE



Joint European Degree Label criteria

TWO DIMENSIONS

A1) Higher education institutions involved

A2) Transnational joint degree delivery
) j Dimension A

A3) Joint arrangements for the joint Programme organisation

rogramme ..
— . Focuses on how the joint
JOINT A4) Quality assurance arrangements programme is structured,
EUROPEAN . governed, quality-assured, and
DEGREE A5) Graduate tracking delivered.
AB) Student-centred learning Purpose: programme functions

as a single, jointly designed
and jointly delivered
transnational programme

[ A8) Flexible and embedded student | meeting ESG and European
; mobility 4 Approach requirements.

A9) Co-evaluation and co-supervision for
dissertations

| J

[ A7) Transnational campus - access to
| services

Outlined in the Council Recommendation on a European quality assurance and recognition system in higher education of 12 May 2025.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32025H03006



Joint European Degree Label criteria

TWO DIMENSIONS

[ B1) Interdisciplinarity and research-
| based learning )
B2) Opportunities for learning beyond ) / \
academia and employability Dimension B
) . European dimension
B3) Digitalisation Focuses on how the programme
JOINT ) . embodies European priorities
EUROPEAN B4) Values and values.
DEGREE ‘ ‘
B5) Multilingualism Purpose: promote
. interdisciplinarity,
B6) Inclusiveness employability, digitalisation,
. multilingualism, inclusion,
B7) Environmental sustainability sustainability, and European
’ values.

Outlined in the Council Recommendation on a European quality assurance and recognition system in higher education of 12 May 2025.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32025H03006



How iIs the label awarded?

Step 1:
Application &
Self-
Assessment

Consortium
coordinates
submissionvia a
lead partner.

Includes Self-
Assessment
Report &
Evidence
Portfolio.

Step 2:
External Panel
Review by QA
body

Panel executes a
strict Binary
Pass/Fail check

on each criterion.

Panel drafts
assessment
report.

-

o

Step 3:
Decision
Making

~

v Pass
Label Awarded.

X Fail
Label Not Awarded.

/

C Remediate

Consortium is given
time to provide
clarifications.

JOINT
EUROPEAN
DEGREE

Step 4:
Publication

All results
(positive and
negative)
published in
DEQAR (Database

of External
Quality
Assurance
Results).

The process can be fully integrated in existing quality assurance procedures



Where to find more information?

Outlines everything you need More information about the
E to know to apply for the Joint Joint European Degree Label
T !Europgan Degree Label Webpage:

including:

* Assessment framework and
methodology

* Descriptions of criteria and

JOINT ifndicators )
EUROPEAN i\usetoc;t;nnriﬁz rl_?;?SVI es
DEGREE PP 5 ' Live Webinar

Available on: 24/09:

Joint European
Degree Label’




Some results & future opportunities

European Degree Pathway projects (Dec. 2025)
9 projects involving

22 quality assurance bodies,

14 national authorities

45 higher education institutions

to

Make the Joint European Degree available
Make joint programmes easier to setup

Explore a true Joint European Degree

European Degree Exploratory action (Dec. 2025)
14 projects selected,

118 joint programmes to be supported to receive the label
(including 48 to be created from scratch) in engineering,
sustainability, humanities, law, computer science, artificial
intelligence, economics, chemistry...

Upcoming:
European Degree Exploratory Action (Nov. 2026)

14 million euros. Lower entry bar for smaller projects.



JOINT
EUROPEAN

Next steps and way forward

Joint European

Degree Label = AN Future discussions

on a European Degree

(Active Now)

2926 o | Until the end of 2028
Financial incentives under Continuous work on facilitating the
Erasmus+ with new call for creation of jont programmes with

proposals «European Degree

Exploratory Action» national authorities

Continuous rollout of the joint An evaluation of the label and a
European degree label feasibility study on a joint European
degree as a type of qualification



Thank you
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